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and during the last and exceedingly severe crop
failure which occurred in the Upper Provinces during
the Viceroyalty of Lord Minto, only eleven deaths
could be directly traced to starvation, or the one-
thirtieth part of a man per million of the population
of India.

Indeed this system of outdoor relief is as perfect
in our Eastern Empire as it is imperfect in the
British Isles, where Labour members of Parliament
clamour for the same rate of payment from the
State, for the unemployed, as is given under
ordinary circumstances by private employers.

The Indian system always fixes the relief rates
at something lower than the ordinary rates of wages,
by which obvious and necessary precaution all fear
of malingering and of the creation of professional
unemployed, and all waste of the tax-payers' money,
are effectually obviated.

It is unfortunate that the use of the word famine
still conveys the impression in England that the
people are starving, whereas the figures of those
upon relief during times of scarcity only include
persons prevented by the action of the State from
experiencing the natural result of unnaturally high
prices following upon a succession of abnormal
seasons.

Nor, while the active and persistent campaign
of malevolent misrepresentation in this and in other
respects of the British Government continues to be